
Middle East Institute

Middle East Institute

1761 N Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036-2882
USA

Tel: 202-785-1141
www.mei.edu

www.mei.edu                                     www.mei.edu                                     www.mei.edu                                     www.mei.edu



To promote   

knowledge of 

the Middle East 

in America 

and strengthen 

understanding of 

the United States 

by the peoples 

and governments 

     of the region.”
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or more than 60 years, the Middle East Institute has 

been an independent channel for the free flow of 

information, ideas, and culture between the Middle 

East and the United States. 

Events in the Middle East have a profound effect on the 

lives of people everywhere. The Middle East Institute 

promotes knowledge and understanding of the region as a basis for 

respect because MEI believes in the power of positive forces emanating 

from the region.  

the need for the middle east institute is            
         greater than ever — and so is our impact.
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www.mei.edurespect through understanding

Who We reach
MEI believes an informed public that endorses 
dialogue and engagement leads to greater  
interaction between our peoples.

The Middle East Institute’s audience is global. We 

interact with opinion leaders and policymakers, 

diplomats and executives, teachers and students, 

elected officials and citizens around the world.

MEI’s efforts reach across America and throughout 

the Middle East; they touch the campuses, 

boardrooms, and kitchen tables.  

our programs directly 
serve:
•	 Policymakers,	government	officials,	and	the	

interested public.

•	 Corporate	executives	who	rely	on	MEI	for	expert	 

political and economic analysis.

•	 US	government	officials	and	congressional	 

leaders who attend MEI briefings.

•	 Language	students,	from	beginner	to	advanced,	

who attend MEI’s language classes. 

•	 Researchers	and	corporate	partners	who	 

frequent	the	Oman	Middle	East	Library.

WorldWide, our programs 
also benefit:
•	 Readers	who	value	the	cutting-edge	articles	

in	MEI’s	quarterly	peer-reviewed	academic	

publication, The Middle East Journal.

•	 A	public	that	is	exposed	to	commentary	by	 

our scholars through television, radio, and  

print media , including Twitter and Facebook.

•	 An	international	community	that	logs	onto	

www.mei.edu daily or follows us through  

social media.

Impact: MEI reaches a potential global audience 

of 500 million annually.

1947

“the background of 

 british position in arabia”

1949

“peace and refugees in the 

middle east”

programs
   MEI hosted 72 policy-related Boardman Room 

events in 2010 — an average of 6 per month.

   Approximately 3,450 people attended MEI events, 

not including the Annual Conference, in 2010. 

   MEI programs were covered by C-SPAN, The 

Associated Press, and Voice of America, reaching a 

potential audience of tens of millions worldwide.  
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inform
MEI is a catalyst for dialogue, exposing a variety 
of communities to new and diverse ideas.

As an independent voice, the Middle East 

Institute interprets critical events for the media, 

policymakers, and the interested public through 

scholarship and analysis. Now in its 65th year, 

MEI	remains	an	objective,	non-partisan	forum	for	

dialogue and exchange on important issues.   

Conferences and Programs — MEI invites a broad 

range of experts from the Middle East and around 

the world to participate in our programs and confer-

ences. The diversity of our speakers is an important 

aspect of our commitment to provide multiple 

perspectives on the events that shape the region.

MEI Scholars — Our roster of scholars is 

comprised of former US ambassadors, Foreign 

Service Officers, government officials, and top 

academics. Together, our scholars possess decades 

of experience and expertise in the Middle East. 

They are routinely asked to brief government 

officials and private corporations and are called 

upon by domestic and international media outlets 

to provide informed commentary on the events and 

key  issues in the region.

MEI Scholars are regularly cited in major media 

outlets	such	as	the	BBC,	CNN,	and	Al	Jazeera,	

along with many other television, print, radio, and 

electronic outlets. MEI Scholars take the conversa-

tion beyond the beltway and into the offices and 

homes of Middle East watchers across the country 

and around the world.

Impact: In 2010, our scholars were cited over 

2,500 times in national and international news outlets.

the middle east Journal
The Middle East Journal is the Institute’s flagship 

publication, started in 1947. As one of the premier 

publications focusing on the academic study of 

the Middle East, the Journal has provided a vital 

resource for scholars and researchers, as well as an 

important conduit between the academic commu-

nity and the general public. The Journal is accessed 

electronically hundreds of thousands of times per 

year by students, professors, and laypersons seeking 

to expand their understanding of the Middle East.

...The	Middle	East	Journal	 

stands alone as the only publication  

in the field that is scholarly, readable 

and relentlessly relevant...”	James	Bill,	The	College	of	William	&	Mary

Continuing	the	legacy	of	The Middle East Journal, the 

Institute has moved online to provide a diverse and 

easily-accessible	resource	through	our	Viewpoints, 

Policy Briefs, and Encounters series — these publica-

tions bring together a collection of authors from 

1958

“afghanistan  

and the ussr”

1962

“the rise of arabism  

in syria”

“
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1971

“some recent War-related 

arabic fiction”

1978

“petrodollars and economic  

development in the middle east”

around the world and across many disciplines. 

From	in-depth	treatments	of	“Israel	at	60”	to	an	

examination of trends in the arts, the Middle East 

Institute provides breadth and depth to fulfill our 

mission to educate the public.

Impact: Every 2 minutes, someone in the world 

downloads and reads a Middle	East	Journal article. 

mei online
Our website, www.mei.edu, allows MEI to respond 

in real time to world events with the latest informed 

commentary and discussion. With the plethora of 

sites offering opinions on Middle East events, it is 

often difficult to distinguish fact from bias. MEI 

provides accurate, trustworthy scholarship and 

expert analysis. From the articles of The Middle East 

Journal, to our online publications, to the insightful 

commentary of the MEI Editor’s Blog, people every-

where can take advantage of what MEI has to offer.

The Institute is also reaching out through social 

media, putting our events online through video 

streaming and podcasting, and engaging with new 

audiences through Twitter and Facebook. These 

efforts make our content accessible to, and essential 

for, the next generation of leaders in the Middle 

East and the United States.

communications

   MEI scholars were interviewed by major media 

outlets including CNN, Al Jazeera, CBS Nightly 

News, and NPR.  Combined with other media 

outlets, their potential global reach is 500,000,000.

   Since launching its YouTube channel in August 2009, 

MEI has received 60,825 total upload views.

   MEI’s Twitter feed has received over 1,200 new  

followers in 2010.
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educate
MEI believes that educated citizens will demand  
constructive policies that build lasting relation-
ships between the governments of the United 
States and those of the Middle East region. 

MEI’s commitment to a broader global conversa-

tion about the Middle East begins with a founda-

tion of knowledge about the region’s culture, 

politics and languages.  

MEI enlightens Americans about the rich heritage 

and history of the Middle East and elevates the 

dialogue between our peoples and governments.

department of languages 
and regional studies
For decades, MEI has provided instruction in 

Arabic,	Turkish,	Hebrew	and	Persian.	We	now	also	

offer	tutoring	in	high-demand	languages	such	as	

Urdu	and	Pashto.	Highly	trained	instructors	work	

with government employees, military personnel, 

businessmen, diplomats, scholars, and journalists in 

1982 

“the libyan-sudanese  

‘crisis’ in 1981”

1983

“prospects for nuclear  

proliferation in south asia”

small classes and intensive sessions at the Institute 

or	on-site	in	offices	and	campus	settings.		

With hundreds of students a year engaging in 

language-learning	and	exchange,	the	accredited	

language program at the Middle East Institute 

serves a public seeking direct interaction with the 

region. Information about classes and registration 

are available online at www.mei.edu/classes.

Impact: MEI has taught thousands of students, 

from undergraduates to businessmen preparing to 

visit the region for the first time.

Arabic 73.41%

Hebrew 1.81%

Persian 19.34%

Turkish 4.83%

Urdu & Dari 0.60%

Languages taught
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mei ’s  leadership 
development program
MEI’s unique internship program has an  
excellent reputation for nurturing aspiring Middle 
East scholars and policy practitioners. A highly  
competitive selection process enables a number 
of top university students internationally to gain 
experience and access to newsmakers involved in 
Middle East policy. 

Interns come to MEI from across the United States 

as well as from abroad, including Afghanistan, 

Hungary,	Iraq,	Italy,	Pakistan,	South	Africa,	and	the	

West Bank. Our interns are the next generation of 

Middle East scholars, diplomats, and executives.

Impact: MEI’s Internship Program is a proven 

stepping-stone to prominent careers in academia, 

diplomacy, international finance and journalism.

the sultan Qaboos 
cultural center  
The	Sultan	Qaboos	Cultural	Center	(SQCC)	adds	 

a unique cultural dimension to MEI’s initiatives,  

focusing	on	outreach	programs,	an	information-

rich Web site, educational resources, exchange 

programs and cultural partnerships that highlight 

Oman and the Gulf region. Its website on the 

history of the Indian Ocean has been hailed as 

“easily the most comprehensive website for teaching 

Indian Ocean history currently available.” By  

promoting understanding between the peoples 

of	the	United	States	and	Oman,	the	SQCC	is	an	

important component of MEI’s outreach.

1996 

“foreign policy of the  

united arab emirates”

2004

“the iranian revolution  

25 years later”

sQcc
   The SQCC represented Oman as the first Gulf 

Arab country at the Santa Fe International Folk Art 

Market, attended by approximately 25,000 people.

   Co-sponsored with the Elliot School of International 

Affairs at the George Washington University, the 

First Annual Conference on Oman brought together 

VIPS from the private and public sectors as well 

as students and scholars on Oman to celebrate 

Oman’s many achievements. 

   SQCC’s Arabic immersion scholarships and research 

fellowship program enables Americans from across 

the US to visit and study in Oman.
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the center for turkish 
studies
The	Center	for	Turkish	Studies	(CTS)	promotes	

knowledge and understanding of Turkish foreign 

and domestic politics. It serves as a hub for scholars 

and policymakers, both Turkish and American, 

and	is	a	go-to	resource	for	up-to-date	research.	In	

2010,	its	first	Annual	Conference	on	Turkey	hosted	

prominent	speakers,	including	Ibrahim	Kalın,	Chief	

Advisor	to	the	Turkish	Prime	Minister	and	The	

Honorable	Ömer	Celik,	Deputy	Vice	President	of	

the	Justice	and	Development	Party	(AKP).

the mei pakistan center
MEI’s	Pakistan	Center,	under	the	direction	of	

Scholar-in-Residence	Dr.	Marvin	Weinbaum,	is	

a	respected	source	of	expertise	on	US-Pakistan	

relations.	Dr.	Weinbaum	and	MEI	President	Wendy	

Chamberlin,	former	US	Ambassador	to	Pakistan,	

publish	frequent	op-eds	on	Pakistan	in	Foreign	

Policy’s	AfPak	Channel,	the	Philadelphia	Inquirer, 

and	other	outlets,	and	give	interviews	on	Pakistan	

to	major	television	and	radio	outlets	including	CBS	

News,	ABC	News,	BBC,	Al	Jazeera,	and	NPR.		

the oman middle east 
library
The library is the intellectual cornerstone of MEI, 

housing one of the most comprehensive Middle 

East	collections	in	Washington,	DC.	More	than	

25,000	books	and	300	periodicals	along	with	CDs	

and	DVDs	are	accessible	to	students,	researchers	

and the general public.  The collection, built over 

60 years, includes valuable historical works and fine 

collections on Islam and Islamic art.

...the most complete library  

source on the Middle East outside the 

Library of Congress ...”Dr.	William	Zartman,	School	of	Advanced	International	 
Studies,	Johns	Hopkins	University

Impact: Since the library opened in 1946, 

scholars, journalists and students have benefited from 

the library’s resources when writing books, articles 

and doctoral dissertations.

2007

“china, global energy and 

the middle east”

2009

“arab Journalists and the 

new arab consciousness”

cts
   In 2010, the CTS hosted over 40 speakers at  

11 events attended by over 500 guests.

   The Center’s Executive Director Dr. Gönül Tol made 

dozens of speaking and media appearances both in 

Washington and worldwide.

   The First Annual Conference on Turkey was an 

enormous success, garnering live coverage by 

C-SPAN and hosting hundreds of attendees. 

“
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SuStaining the Middle eaSt inStitute

“

For more information about MEI activities and how you can support the Middle East Institute, please visit 

our website www.mei.edu.

MEI’s work would not be possible without the 

generous support of donors who appreciate the 

unique and versatile role we play in the dialogue 

about the crucial relationship between the Middle 

East and America. 

MEI is supported by individuals, foundations, 

governments, and corporations that share our 

belief that respect starts with knowledge and 

understanding. 

  The stated mission of the Middle East Institute  

is to provide unbiased sources of information and analysis. We need that  

more than ever, and not just in the Middle East, because we live in a  

modern world where argument is more prized that analysis,  

and opinion is more prized than information.”Former	President	Bill	Clinton, 

MEI	Annual	Conference	Banquet,	November	2010

2010 

“the case against the  

case against iran”

2011

“reinterpreting authoritarian power: 

syria’s hereditary succession”
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sponsors

president’s circle
Chevron

ConocoPhillips

Embassy of United Arab Emirates

ExxonMobil 

Saudi Aramco

director’s circle
Susan Bastress

BP	Corporation	North	America	Inc.

The	Coca-Cola	Company

Fluor 

Japan	Bank	for	International	
Cooperation	

Lockheed	Martin

Shell	Oil	Company	

standard 
corporate circle
Arab	Banking	Corporation	

BAE	Systems,	Land	&	Armament

Hess	Companies

Hunt Oil 

JETRO	New	York

Microsoft 

Northrop Grumman

Occidental	Oil	&	Gas	Corporation	

OSEG 

Valmont	Industries,	Inc.

special event 
sponsors
Anne B. Keiser   

Arab	Banking	Corporation			

BAE Systems   

Bechtel   

Cadmus	Communications

Dutco	Group		

The	Carlyle	Group	

Edward M. Gabriel 

Elias Aburdene

Embassy of the Kingdom  
of Saudi Arabia 

Embassy	of	Republic	of	Egypt

Embassy	of	Republic	of	Yemen

Embassy of the State of Kuwait

Embassy of The State of Qatar

Embassy of The United  
Arab Emirates 

Foundation	for	Middle	East	Peace

Hunt Oil

Issa Family Foundation

Issam M. Fares

Joel	Atlas	Skirble	

J.K.	Holman

Law	offices	of	George	R.	Salem

Libyan	Liaison	Office

Lois	Critchfield	

Mary Sahouri 

Meridian	International	Center	

Morganti Group, Inc.

Moroccan	American	Cultural	Center	

Occidental	Oil	and	Gas	Corp

Raytheon	

Richard	A.	Debs

Shell	Oil	Company	

Valmont	Industries,	Inc.

Wedge Foundation

William	&	Mary

foundations
EU	Commission

Foundation	for	Middle	East	Peace

Harbor	Group-UAE	Alliance	

Issa Family Foundation 

Lakeside	Foundation	

Razia	Ashraf	Foundation	

Republic	of	Turkey	Ministry	of	
Foreign Affairs 

Saudi Aramco

Soros	Fund	Charitable	Foundation	

Stuart Family Foundation 

Wedge Foundation 

year end 
donation 
Susan Bastress

Joseph	Englehardt	

Gary Feulner

Hani K. Findakly 

Thomas Meurer

Robert	Jordan

Ann	&	Peter	Tanous	

patron
Susan B. Bastress

Joseph	L.	Brand

Wendy	Chamberlin

Sandra	L.	Charles

Lois	M.	Critchfield

Gary	R.	Feulner

H.	P.	Goldfield

George	R.	Hoguet

A.	Elizabeth	Jones

Allen	L.	Keiswetter

Fatima Kurtz

Paul	Martin

Tomoyuki Oku

Robert	H.	Pelletreau,	Jr.

William	A.	Reinsch

Joel	Atlas	Skirble

Faysal Sohail

sustaining
Fatemeh Aman

Roby	C.	Barrett

Frances	D.	Cook

Holsey G. Handyside

Zoraida	Harrison

Edwin	J.	Howe

Sabiha	and	Zubair	Iqbal

Les	Janka

Stephen	F.	Lintner

Michael	Lynott

David	L.	Mack

George	C.	Montgomery

Christopher	W.	Murray

Michael Thomas

Michael	H.	Van	Dusen

Philip	C.	Wilcox,	Jr.

contributing
James	Arius

Landrum	R.	Bolling

Martha Burke

Earl	Clark

Sharon	A.	Coleman

Dale	Dean

Walter	Denny

Sharon	Dwyer

Ginger Feather

Benedict F. Fitzgerald
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John	S.	Kincannon

William A. Kirby

Alan Kovski

Bernard	L	Krawczyk

Faisal N. Kudsi

Phebe	Ann	Marr
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Elizabeth McKune

Linda	Miller

Geoffrey	P.	Milton

David	Nalle

David	G.	Newton

Connor	Norris

Philip	Olsson

David	D.	Pearce

B.	Donovan	Picard

Daniel	Pippin

John	Poole

Walter	Posch

Justin	Pothen

William B. Quandt

Syed	Raza

Francis	J.	Ricciardone

John	B.	Root

John	P.	Rosario

Justine	A.	Ruggio

Betty H. Sams

Daniel	Serwer

Gary G. Sick

John	Soden

Roscoe	S.	Suddarth

Tracy Szczepaniak

Ann M. Tanous

Gretchen Theobald

Lawrence	D.	Thompson

Edward	S.	Walker,	Jr.

Molly Williamson

Brooks Wrampelmeier

board of governors
Wyche	Fowler,	Jr.,	Chairman

Wendy	Chamberlin,	President	of	
MEI	and	ex-officio	Member	 
of the Board

John	Soden,	Vice	President	of	
Finance	of	MEI	and	ex-officio	
Member of the Board

Kate	Seelye,	Vice	President	of	
Programs	and	Communications	
of	MEI	and	ex-officio	Member	 
of the Board

Maureen Hsia, Secretary of  
the Board

Harry Alverson 

Susan Bastress 

Richard	A.	Clarke	

Lois	Critchfield	

Joseph	Englehart	

Hani Findakly 

George Hoguet 

James	K.	Holman	

A.	Elizabeth	Jones	

Anne B. Keiser 

Jack	Moore

Thomas E. Meurer 

Richard	Murphy	

Robert	H.	Pelletreau	

Michael	Petruzzello	

William	A.	Reinsch	

William H. Webster 

Philip	C.	Wilcox	

Oliver	Zandona	

Abbas	F.	Zuaiter

members emeriti
Charles	W.	Hostler	

Dayton	S.	Mak	

Richard	B.	Parker	†	

R.K.	Ramazani

Roscoe	S.	Suddarth

past chief 
eXecutive officers
Edward S. Walker 2001–2006

Roscoe	S.	Suddarth,	1995–2001

Robert	V.	Keeley,	1990–1995

Lucius	D.	Battle,	1986–1990

L.	Dean	Brown,	1975–1986

Lucius	D.	Battle,	1973–1975

Parker	T.	Hart,	1969–1973

Raymond	A.	Hare,	1966–1968

Kermit	Roosevelt,	1964–1966

James	Terry	Duce,	1960–1963

Bayard	Dodge,	1960	

Edwin M. Wright, 1959–1960 

Angus	Sinclair,	1958	

Edwin M. Wright, 1956–1957 

George	Camp	Keiser,	1946–1956

the middle east 
Journal board of 
advisory editors
Jon	Alterman	

Muriel A. Atkin 

Shaul Bakhash 

Henri Barkey 

Helena	Cobban	

Mary-Jane	Deeb	

Graham E. Fuller 

Edmund Ghareeb 

Phebe	Marr

John	Moore	

Jean	C.	Newsom

Richard	B.	Parker	†	

Don	Peretz	

R.K.	Ramazani	

Bernard	Reich	

Sabri Sayari

Gary Sick 

Barbara Slavin 

Barbara Stowasser

library committee
Michael Albin 

Linda	Carlson	

Brad Sabin Hill 

Anne B. Keiser 

Terezia Matus 

Richard	B.	Parker	†

Kathryn	Phillips	

Michael	W.S.	Ryan	

Alex	Vatanka

Paul	Yachnes
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f inancial
The Middle East Institute 

Statement of Activities 

Year	Ended	December	31,	2010

 Unrestricted Temporarily Total
	 	 Restricted

revenue and support

Contributions	 $1,025,741	 $500	 $1,026,241

Foreign	government	grants	 185,379	 571,679	 757,058

Language	programs	 345,229	 -	 345,229

The Middle East Journal	and	publications	 256,384	 -	 256,384

Membership	dues	 60,656	 -	 60,656

Annual	conference,	seminars,	and	programs	 50,934	 -	 50,934

Donated	in-kind	contributions	 52,500	 -	 52,500

Rental	and	other	income	 60,455	 -	 60,455

Interest	and	dividends	 67,019	 -	 67,019

Net	assets	released	from	restrictions	 625,636	 (625,636)	 -

   Total Revenue and Support 2,729,933 (53,457) 2,676,476

eXpenses

			Program	Services	 1,905,818	 -	 1,905,818

   Support services:

						Membership	services	 29,567	 -	 29,567

						Fundraising	 415,851	 -	 415,851

						General	and	administrative	 373,859	 -	 373,859

									Total	support	services	 819,277	 -	 819,277

												Total	Expenses	 2,725,095	 -	 2,725,095

change in net assets  
   from operations 4,838	 (53,457)	 (48,619)

net appreciation in fair value  
   of investments 176,816	 -	 176,816

change in net assets	 181,654	 (53,457)	 128,197

net assets,	beginning	of	year	 3,685,410	 511,308	 4,196,718

net assets, end	of	year	 $3,867,064	 $457,851	 $4,324,915

See independent auditor’s report and accompanying notes to financial statements.
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pagestaff as of december 2010

instructors

arabic:
Wasan Alqaisi

Basem Elzaawily

Fatima Kharbouch

Arwa Sawan

Awatef Samaan

Leila	Tarazi

Mohamed	Youssef

Khawla	Yusuf

dari:
Feroza	Yari

hebrew:
Joshua	Goodman

persian:
Elahe Amiri

Mehrdad Froozan

Houman Fathi Seyson

turkish:
Muge Oruc

eXecutive and 
administration
Wendy	Chamberlin, 

President

John	Soden, 
Vice	President	of	Finance

Muhammad Ahmed, 
Financial Associate

Kelly	Davies, 
Director	of	Development

Maureen Hsia, 
Development	and	Executive	
Assistant

Howard Fleming, 
Director	of	Information	 
Technology

Roy	Dunn,	 
General Services Officer

publications
Michael	Collins	Dunn, 

Editor

Aaron	Reese, 
Managing Editor

John	Calabrese, 
Book	Review	Editor

Rachel	Wilson, 
Assistant Editor

Nancy	C.	Wood, 
Publications	Assistant

languages and 
regional studies
Mohamed Elmenshawy, 

Director

Ankit Sheth, 
Program	Assistant

Cameron	Mackenzie, 
	Program	Assistant

programs and 
communications
Kate Seelye,  

Vice	President	of	Programs	and	
Communications

Elisha Meyer, 
Director	of	Programs 
and	Communications

sQcc
Elizabeth McKune, 

Executive	Director

Iman Al Busaidi, 
Deputy	Director	(Muscat)

Cory	Rutz, 
Program	Officer

Amer Shurrab, 
Administrative Officer

Scott Erich, 
Executive Assistant

center for 
pakistan studies
Marvin Weinbaum, 

Scholar

Zubair	Iqbal, 
Scholar

center for 
turkish studies
Gonul Tol, 

Executive	Director

Hande Ayan, 
Research	Assistant 
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page

www.mei.edurespect through understanding

“ MEI has been an exceptional 

objective and balanced  

contributor to the policy and  

intellectual debate about  

the complex issues of the  

Middle East as an advocate  

of the facts. This approach  

will become ever so important  

in the years to come as  

our peoples really try to  

understand each other…” 

Nabil Fahmy, Egyptian Ambassador to the  

United States on MEI’s 60th Anniversary



To promote   

knowledge of 

the Middle East 

in America 

and strengthen 

understanding of 

the United States 

by the peoples 

and governments 

     of the region.”

MEI MISSIoN

“



Middle East Institute

Middle East Institute

1761 N Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036-2882
USA

Tel: 202-785-1141
www.mei.edu
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